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A month ago, many of our members were faced with the 
unsettling realization of job loss. Our former state oil 
company, Petrotrin, accounted for 23%, our highest share 
percentage of our membership. Many of those members 
were active members that participated at the board level, on 
conference planning committees and attended many of our 
technical sessions. We hope their level of involvement would 
continue to remain or even grow as members take advantage 
of the SPE dues waiver. SPE offers a dues waiver for renewing 

members up to two (2) consecutive years for unemployed members. To qualify, a 
member must provide a written request for the waiver by email or postal mail 
and submit a dues waiver request annually to service@spe.org. 

  As we come to a close of 2018, I would like to wish all members and their 
families a Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous new year. Our local section 
had and exceptional 2017-2018 term, with twenty-two (22) technical and 
non-technical events. Six months into the 2018-2019 term, we accomplished 
seven events (7) and plan to bring much more in the new year. Our consistent, 
monthly newsletters continue to provide 
updates on all our local section activity as 
well as other energy related activities. 

This month?s newsletter captures our SPE 
Christmas Mingle, the launch of the 
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries 
(MEEI) bid rounds and much more.  

Happy reading and stay tuned for our 
upcoming events!  
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 The wait was finally over with the opening of 
the 2018 Trinidad and Tobago Shallow Water 
Competitive Bid Round on November 9th, 
2018. Stakeholders, Ministry of Energy and 
Energy Industries (MEEI) officials and the 
media were in attendance at the Ministry's 
Office for the official opening. The Bid Round 
was launched by the Minister of Energy and 
Energy Industries, Mr. Franklin Khan. 

In Mr. Khan's speech. it was highlighted that 
this was the first Shallow Water Bid Round in 
eight years and already there was generated 
interest. The opening also included 
presentations by the Permanent Secretary 

and Senior MEEI personnel on technical block descriptions as well as legal and fiscal changes made 
for this bid round. The blocks available for bid include NCMA 2, NCMA 3, 1 (b),4 (c), U (c) and LRL.

The bid round was officially opened for bids on November 20th, 2018 and is carded to close by May 
2019, The announcement of successful bidders would be made in November 2019.   

The diagram below  summaries the  Competitive Bid Round Process:

 

by Maryse Jackman

2018 Com pet it ive Shallow  Bid Round 

Launch



SPETT Christmas M ingle
by Chandini Chickooree

 

The Society of Petroleum Engineers, 
Trinidad and Tobago Section (SPETT) hosted 
its annual Christmas Social for professional 
members on Friday 30th November, 2018 at 
the Royal Hotel, San Fernando.  

The Mingle was a relaxed setting which 
allowed members to relax poolside and chat 
or socialize in the festively decorated hall. 
The evening was not short of great food, 
drinks and of course, 

entertainment. Members  along with board members enjoyed 
the evening singing and dancing the night away to local 
Christmas selections, Parang and good ole oldies. The event 
was well attended with over 60 members coming out to share 
in the season's festivities. .  

SPETT  wishes to thank all members who attended the 
Christmas Mingle as well as all those members who have 
supported us throughout the year. A big thank you goes out 
to the planning committee for this event. Best wishes for the 
Christmas season everyone and a Happy New Year 2019!   





   On Monday 17th December 2018, the SPETT held its first SPE 
Distinguished Lecture for the 2018/2019 Board term at EOG 
Resources, Port-of-Spain at 5:00 p.m. The presentation ?Stop, 
Drop And Circulate, An Engineered Approach To Coiled Tubing 
Intervention in Horizontal Wells? was delivered by Mr. Charles 
Pope and was attended by 28 persons.

Mr. Pope has over 35 years oilfield experience, is the founder 
of international consulting firm Complete Shale, and also 
serves on the SPE ATCE Well Completions Committee. 

He began his presentation by providing historical data on 
coiled tubing horizontal well interventions, showing the impact 

of stuck pipe events on workover times and costs. Based on his studies and years of 
experience, he outlined how traditional approaches to stuck coiled tubing intervention were 
unsuitable for horizontal wells. 

The presentation also focused on using low viscous sweeps to improve hole cleaning in 
horizontal wells and prevent stuck pipe. Initially, he showed theoretical justification and 
then provided visual evidence from experimental data that demonstrated the same. The 
icing on the cake was the results from a multi-well study of coiled tubing intervention using 
low viscous sweeps. The data clearly showed that stuck pipe events were greatly reduced 
with much shorter workover durations. 

The SPETT wishes to thank Mr. Charles Pope for sharing his knowledge and experience with 
our members and also specially thank EOG Resources Ltd. for their support in providing the 
venue and refreshments for this event.  

by Vashesh Bhagoo

Dist inguished Lect ure: St op, Drop and 

Circulat e 



Christmas Chari ty Drive
by Chandini Chickooree

 During the month of December, SPETT hosted Charity Drive which provided 
numerous food hampers to families in time for the Christmas season. The distribution 
of these hampers were focused primarily within the central, south and eastern areas 
to flood stricken families and fire victims. 

The society wishes to thank all persons who supported this initiative and we look 
forward to your continued support as we move into 2019.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.spe.org/join/renew.php


UPSTREAM HIGHLIGHTS
PETROTRIN closed its doors for the last 

time on November 30th, bringing to an end a 
25 year legacy in the Exploration & Production 
and Refining industries. The company's name 
will remain on the list of registered companies 
to deal with legacy matters under the umbrella 
of the newly formed parent company - Trinidad 
Petroleum Holdings Limited (TPH). In 
addition, the former Petrotrin operations have 
been divested to 3 other companies under TPH: 
Heritage Petroleum for E & P, Paria Fuel 
Trading for crude and fuel import/export 
marketing and Guaracara Refining to hold the 
refinery assets for "opportunity attention"

Tullow Oil announces a major campaign 
for offshore Guyana in 2019. Reportedly, 
multiple prospects have been identified following 
the conclusion of the 3D seismic interpretation in 
the Orinduik and Kanuku licenses. Tullow 
expects that the recent success of Exxon's 
Hammerhead 1 well - located only 7 km from the 
Orinduik lease boundary - has further de-risked 
its proposals there 

Local & Regional

DeNovo has confirmed first gas delivery 
from its shallow water acreage in Block 1 (a) 
Iguana field located in the Gulf of Paria. The 
company's achievement has ticked the boxes for 
being first in multiple areas: 1st West coast gas 
development, 1st regional installation of a 
conductor supported platform and 1st utilisation 
of a local rig to deliver an offshore gas field 
development. Iguana is expected to deliver 80 
mmscf/d for the NGC's distribution across the 
Pt. Lisas industrial estate and now adds DeNovo 
as the fifth gas producer in Trinidad & Tobago

VENEZUELA rejects BP's bid to buyout 
Total's stake in the Cocuina play along the 
maritime border with Trinidad & Tobago. As 
BP owns the rights to the Trinidadian side of the 
play, this development presents a setback to the 
opportunity of a cross-border development by 
bpTT and will further hamper the islands' efforts 
to boost domestic gas production. Equinor 
which holds the remaining 51% stake on the 
Venezuelan side has declined to speculate on 
Total's future plans for the block

Trinity Exploration & Production PLC 
has forwarded the details of the TGAL 
development plan to the MEEI. The TGAL field 
is located in the offshore Galeota block in 
shallow waters and is earmarked to produce 
5,800 bopd through 10 development wells by 
2024. The TGAL field was first discovered back 
in 2013 from the TGAL-1 exploration well 
struck to 5,694 ft and is estimated to hold 186 
million barrels of stock tank oil in place

Maribo Resources Limited, a Canadian oil 
company has signaled its intention to focus on 
growing its operations in Trinidad. The company 
has reportedly acquired substantial seismic data 
through a 3rd party agreement and is noted for its 
previous involvement in the NCMA and the 
Endeavour and Bounty discoveries in Block 5 (c) 



LIBYA top oil chief expects OPEC and 
allied producers to exempt the strife-torn North 
African country from any future cuts in crude 
output. OPEC and its allies are considering 
cutting oil output in 2019 as the group is 
increasingly concerned about the potential for 
oversupply. Libya, along with Nigeria, has been 
exempt from cuts since January 2017 due to 
domestic conflict. Libya has been rebuilding its 
energy industry from damage inflicted since a 
2011 revolt and collapse in central authority. 
The nation?s production rose from 660,000 bpd 
in July to almost double that volume currently. 

BP  reported first oil production from the 
Clair Ridge project 75 km west of the Shetland 
Islands., UK. Clair Ridge is a multibillion 
investment in the second phase of development 
of Clair field comprising two bridge-linked 
platforms and pipeline systems to connect 
storage and redelivery facilities on Shetland. The 
new facilities are designed for 40 years of 
production. The project has been designed to 
recover an estimated 640 million bbl. of oil with 
production expected to ramp up to a peak at 
plateau level of 120,000 b/d.

BP announced that the new floating 
production unit for the Mad Dog 2 project in the 
deep-water Gulf of Mexico will be named 
Argos. The Mad Dog spar is an existing 
production facility operated by BP that is located 
about six nautical miles away from the Argos 
site. The Mad Dog 2 project includes the Argos 
platform with the capacity to produce up to 
140,000 bpd (gross) through a subsea production 
system from up to 14 production wells and eight 
water injection wells.  

Int ernat ional

CHEVRON announced that the 
Chevron-operated Big Foot deep-water project, 
located in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico, has started 
crude oil and natural gas production. The field is 
located approximately 225 miles south of New 
Orleans, in a water depth of approximately 
5,200 ft. Big Foot field was discovered in 2006, 
is estimated to contain total recoverable 
resources of more than 200 million 
oil-equivalent barrels and has a projected 
production life of 35 years. The project uses a 
15-slot drilling and production tension-leg 
platform, the deepest of its kind in the world, 
and is designed for a capacity of 75,000 barrels 
of oil and 25 MMcfgd.  

UPSTREAM HIGHLIGHTS

ARGENTINA has begun exporting 
natural gas to Chile after a 12-year interlude, as 
the two South American neighbours seek to 
increasingly integrate their energy supply and 
electricity grids. The unconventional gas is 
being piped from Argentina?s oil- and gas-rich 
Vaca Muerta shale field in the Neuquen basin 
and sent over the Andes mountain range to 
Chile?s southern province of Biobio.

EXXON MOBIL  reported that it made its 
10th discovery offshore Guyana. Moreover, it 
increased its estimate of the discovered 
recoverable resource for the South American 
country?s Stabroek Block from more than 4 
billion to more than 5 barrels of equivalent 
barrels.  



PRODUCTION STATISTICS
SEPTEMBER 2018
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COMPANY Product ion (bopd)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 5,268

BPTT 4,835

EOG Resources 1,121

PERENCO 10,545

SHELL Trinidad 955

PETROTRIN 27,780

PETROTRIN Lease Ops 6,342

PETROTRIN Farmouts 559

PETROTRIN IPSCs 995

Trinity E & P 1,395

TOTAL 59,795

COMPANY Product ion (m m scf /d)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 472

BPTT 1,707

EOG Resources 491

PERENCO 23

PETROTRIN 18

SHELL Trinidad 440

TOTAL 3,151



PRODUCTION STATISTICS
OCTOBER 2018
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COMPANY Product ion (bopd)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 5,209

BPTT 5,156

EOG Resources 1,160

PERENCO 8,547

SHELL Trinidad 961

PETROTRIN 26,458

PETROTRIN Lease Ops 7,096

PETROTRIN Farmouts 540

PETROTRIN IPSCs 1,005

Trinity E & P 1,481

TOTAL 57,613

COMPANY Product ion (m m scf /d)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 491

BPTT 1,876

EOG Resources 401

PERENCO 30

PETROTRIN 18

SHELL Trinidad 568

TOTAL 3,656



What do the likes of Cher, Madonna and Adam Levine have to thank 
the Oil industry for? If you're only thinking of the fuel that 's needed for 
the cars they drive, you may be surprised to know that these artists owe 
a lot of their track selling ability to one brilliant invention: Auto-Tune!

Back in the 1980s, a young Electrical Engineering PhD graduate 
named Andy Hildebrand was snatched up by Exxon to come up with new 
drilling locations. Three years after starting there, Andy found himself 
smack dab in the middle of a major problem for Exxon. The company 
was approaching a deadline for startup of oil exports out of Alaska - a 
deadline so important that it meant half a billion dollars tax write-off - 
but the oil was nowhere to be found. Andy had to fix the faulty seismic 
monitoring instrumentation at a pace faster than he could by working for 
Exxon, so in 1979 he left to startup Landmark Graphics. With his 
graduate background in linear estimation theory and signal processing, Landmark put together a 
workstation capable of processing huge amounts of data and creating 3D seismic maps.

Seismic signal processing was not to be his only legacy however, as upon retirement from 
Landmark in 1989, Andy immediately went to work on an old University hobby of his - music 
synthesizers. For the next 5 years (at Antares), he experimented with different software 
implementations to recreate sounds from an orchestra until, in casual conversation, someone 
prompted him with their wish for a box that could let them sing in tune. By using a technique called 
autocorrelation (and advanced mathematics), which he had extensively worked with on massive 
seismic datasets before, he was able to reduce the amount of sampling and signal processing which 
was required to allow an algorithm to produce a correction. Auto-Tune was born!

For the next 3 years however, Auto-Tune was the music industry's best kept secret until Cher 's 
"Believe" hit rocked the charts in October 1998. During the editing of the song, the producers 
decided to play around with a setting that controlled the speed at which the pitch corrected itself. 
The result was unmistakable as Cher 's voice took on a robotic like quality and soon every music 
studio and amateur singers/producers alike were clamouring to use the technology.

Did you 
know?

AUTO-TUNE

by Kamlesh Ramcharitar

Andy Hildebrand
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