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 Last week, many of our members were faced with the 

unsettling news of potential job loss. We know that our 

members are devoted and dedicated professionals who are 

now facing challenging and uncertain times.

While the news may be disheartening, the SPE suppor t s it s 

m em bership and would continue to fulfill its mandate. Our 

members know they can count on us to provide them with the tools needed to 

regroup and continue moving forward.

Here are just a few quick support mechanisms for our members:

- Utilize the SPE Competency Management 

Tool which allows you to assess and 

manage your current professional 

capabilit ies. For further details, visit 

https://www.spe.org/training/cmt/

- Optimize your job search by creating and 

updating your online professional profile, 

registering at industry specific job boards 

like Rigzone and Oil and Gas People, 

contributing to online discussions on 

your area of expertise on SPE 

Connect message boards and 

presenting and publishing papers in 

SPE and industry-related journals and 

conferences.
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SPE stands with its members

   SPE of fer  a dues waiver  

for  renew ing m em bers 

up t o t wo consecut ive 

years for  unem ployed 

m em bers.
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https://www.spe.org/training/cmt/


- Become SPE Certified. SPE Petroleum Engineering Certification program 

provides you with the opportunity to obtain an international credential 

recognizing your engineering knowledge. For further details, visit 

https://www.spe.org/training/certification

- SPE of fer  a dues waiver  for  renew ing m em bers up t o t wo (2) 

consecut ive years for  unem ployed m em bers. To qualify, a member must 

provide a written request for the waiver by email or postal mail and submit a 

dues waiver request annually to service@spe.org. For further information 

and guidance, members can contact the Membership Director, Dr. Nishawn 

Haniff at spett@gmail.com.

These tools and more can be found at the Members in Transition Toolkit and on 

our section website at www.spettsection.com.

Change brings opportunity and with the SPE, you can take advantage of our tools 

to continue your professional growth. The SPE stands with our members and will 

provide support in whatever way we can. We are currently planning, re-orientation 

workshops, resume writing assistance and networking sessions for the next few 

months. We are confident that our members are resilient and will continue to 

forge ahead successfully along their respective career paths.

Ayasha Nickie 
Section Chair
SPETT 2017-2019

http://www.spettsection.com


  Trinidadian professionals naturally looking 
towards Guyana for potential business and 
employment opportunities within oil and gas 
are not aware of ?What?s happening in 
Guyana.? 

The talk was a collaborative event organized 
by the AAPG YP and SPE YP of T&T as well as 
Ramps Logistics. It was held on August 2nd at 
UWI , ST. Augustine and saw a larger than expected turnout of 100+ persons. The 
talk was also carried on a live feed via Facebook reaching over 30,000 persons 
across Latin American and the Caribbean. 

Since Liza-1 was drilled in 2015, Guyana?s deepwater has exploded as one of the 
hottest frontier exploration basins in the world. By August of 2018, 9 oil fields 
were discovered by 15 E&A wells, only 2 of which were dry. This is a phenomenal 
record for virgin deepwater, never before seen in the industry. Liza Phase 1 will go 
from discovery to first oil by 2020, within 5 years, yet another record for 
deepwater production.  

The presentation covered: 

- A geological overview of the Guyana-Suriname Basin, 
- The existing petroleum system,  
- The early exploration history of Guyana (beginning with the first offshore 

well in 1967), 
- The modern concession map (there are now 5 operators and 8 partners in 8 

offshore blocks),  
- Recent seismic surveys with maps showing the coverage 
- Recent drilling including well summaries 
- The drilling supply chain (rigs, vessels, shorebases and contractors) 
- Liza Phase 1 and Phase 2 development plans (including development 

drilling, water/gas injection, SURF and SSPS, FPSO construction and 
installation and production and export to market). 

- What jobs will be in demand? 
- What services will be in demand? 
- Concerns on local content. 

What 's happening in Guyana?
by Javed Razack



  Following a fantastic response, the SPE Suriname Chapter requested a similar 
talk in Paramaribo. Naturally, they were also very excited to hear what was 
happening next door and what it could mean for exploration in the Suriname 
part of the basin. This talk was organized by SPE Suriname, KKF and Ramps 
Logistics and held at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Paramaribo 
(KKF). It was perhaps the largest crowd for an SPE presentation in Suriname with 
an attendance of 250 persons.

 

One of the key takeaways from both talks is that there is a high level of interest 
in the oil and gas industry by persons who may not be in the sector, and groups 
such as SPE and AAPG need to cater for this by finding palatable ways to present 
technical information.  

With at least 8 more fields to develop and over 25 rumored prospects just in the 
Stabroek Block, and exploration wells from at least 3 more operators to be 
drilled within the next 2 years, this is only the beginning for Guyana. 

In Suriname, with 15 licensed marine blocks and 8 operators with a further 5 
partners, my prediction is that we will soon have a commercial discovery 
offshore Suriname, which will only fuel the activity in this region. Will the 
Guyana-Suriname basin be the next North Sea? Time will tell and we will be 
watching very closely.      



Good luck and best wishes go out to our SPETT/UWI Petrobowl team as they set of 
for the PetroBowl Championship held Monday 24th September at the SPE Annual 
Technical Conference and Exhibition (ATCE) in Dallas, Texas.

Our team lead by Captain, Paul Singh are Aidan Rajpaul, Jared Walker, Adriana 
Maharaj and Kadija Hassanali. They prepared for the regionals in less than a month 
and placed 2nd among fourteen of the best teams from the Latin American and the 
Caribbean region. We know that in like manner they will fly our SPETT flag high and 
make our country proud at the ATCE. 

With such a short time ahead to prepare for the ATCE, we are still in need at least 
one more sponsor to cover their travel expenses. Anyone interested in sponsoring 
our team and having your logo displayed at the event, please feel free to contact 
Ayasha Nickie (+1-868-734-9008).

If you would like to watch our team participate in the PetroBowl Championship and 
show your support from Trinidad, please feel free to check out the live stream on the 
Society of Petroleum Engineers page so you don't miss out!

Count down is on for  Pet roBow l 

Cham pionship 
by Cassandra Dewan

Good Luck  
Team

T&T!!!
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UPSTREAM HIGHLIGHTS
BHP Billiton present exploration 

well, Bongos-2, being drilled by the 
Deepwater Invictus offshore Trinidad and 
Tobago has discovered hydrocarbons and is 
drilling ahead. Prior to this the company?s 
Victoria-1 exploration well showed gas and 
was plugged and abandoned last month. 
Evaluation of the deepwater Trion field is 
proposed to start in December 2018 and 
further testing of the Magellan play via the 
Concepcion prospect in financial year 2019. 

BPTT Angelin platform arrived offshore 
Trinidad and is currently being installed. It is 
BPTT?s 15th offshore platform and shall be a 
"normally unmanned installation" (NUI). 
First gas is expected first quarter 2019 from 4 
wells producing approximately 600 mmscfd. 

Local & Regional

TT & VENEZUELA signed an 
agreement on Saturday 25th August 2018 
allowing Trinidad and Tobago to process gas 
from the Dragon field. This would be the first 
time Venezuelan natural gas would be processed 
by Trinidad and Tobago .  

SURINAME Kosmos Energy has planned 
to spud the Pontoenoe-1 well in block 42 offshore 
Suriname mid-August 2018. Pontoenoe-1 is 
being drilled into a similar play as the Turbot and 
Longtail discoveries offshore Guyana in the 
Stabroek block. This Well is the first of three 
independent prospects Kosmos has carded for 
this block. 

PETROTRIN  released a statement on 
Tuesday 28th August 2018 that the company 
is being restructured. It?s estimated 2,600 
permanent employees will be impacted 
through the closure of the Refinery and 
redesigned Exploration and Production 
business unit. The transition will start on 1st 
October 2018 and Petrotrin will be having 
consultations with all of its stakeholders 
during the coming weeks.  

GUYANA ExxonMobil?s 9th discovery 
offshore Guyana was made at the 
Hammerhead-1 well using the Stena Carron 
drillship. Its estimated 197ft of high-quality, 
oil-bearing sandstone was penetrated, drilled to 
a depth of 13,862ft in 3,373ft of water. There is 
plans for rapid exploration and appraisal drilling 
using a second exploration vessel, the Noble 
Tom Madden, due to arrive offshore Guyana in 
October. It?s first prospect would be the Pluma. 
Previous discoveries to date estimates 
recoverable of more than 4 billion oil-equivalent 
barrels for a potential of up to five floating 
production, storage and offloading (FPSO) 
vessels producing in excess of 750,000 barrels 
per day by 2025. 



UPSTREAM HIGHLIGHTS
Egypt natural gas production has been in 

decline, falling from 5.8 Bcfd in 2009 to 3.9 Bcfd in 
2016. The startup of a number of natural gas 
development projects located offshore in the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea near Egypt?s northern 
coast has significantly altered the outlook for the 
region?s natural gas markets. Production from 
these projects could offset the growing need for 
natural gas imports to meet domestic demand, 
according to the Egyptian government.  

Fields were fast-tracked for development by 
the government and have begun production, 
providing a substantial increase to Egypt?s natural 
gas supply. Zohr field?s estimated recoverable 
natural gas reserves of up to 22 Tcf making it the 
largest natural gas field in the Mediterranean. The 
Zohr field is currently producing 1.1 Bcfd and is 
expected to increase to 2.7 Bcfd by the end of 
2019.  

Equinor Energy AS  has concluded 

the drilling of appraisal well 15/3-11 on the 15/3-4 
(Sigrun) oil and gas discovery. The well was drilled 
about 10 km southeast of the Gudrun field in the 
North Sea, and about 225 km west of Stavanger. 
The objective of the well was to delineate the 
15/3-4 discovery in three reservoir zones in the 
Middle Jurassic (Hugin formation). The discovery 
was proven in reservoir rocks from the Middle 
Jurassic in the Brent group in 1982. Before well 
15/3-11 was drilled, the estimate for the discovery 
was between 0.3 ? 1.4 million standard cubic 
metres (Sm3) of recoverable oil equiv. The well 
encountered a total oil column of about 35 metres 
in the Hugin formation, of which about a 15-metre 
thick sandstone layer with poor to moderate 
reservoir quality. The oil/water contact was not 
encountered. Preliminary estimates of the size of 
the discovery after the delineation well are 
between 1.1 and 2 million Sm3 of recoverable oil 
equivalents 

FAR Gambia Ltd selected its final well 

location for the upcoming Samo-1 well in its 
Gambian exploration program. The Samo Prospect 
lies immediately to the south and along trend from 
the giant SNE oil field in Senegal ? a trend which 
has so far seen nine successful exploration and 
appraisal wells (at 100% success rate). The Samo-1 
well will be located in approximately 1,017 m water 
depth and 112 km offshore Gambia in the highly 
prospective Mauritania-Senegal 
Guinea-Bissau-Conakry (MSGBC) basin. 

It will be the first well drilled offshore The 
Gambia for 40 years. The well will be drilled using 
the Stena DrillMax ? a state of the art, dual mast, 
dynamically positioned, deepwater drillship with a 
rig crew that has extensive international and regional 
West African experience. The Samo-1 well is 
planned to spud in early fourth-quarter 2018 and is 
expected to take approximately 40 days to drill on a 
trouble-free basis.  

PetroChina may suspend its buying of 

U.S. liquefied natural gas cargoes during the colder 
months, just as new American LNG terminals start 
up. The move could force gas suppliers to cut prices 
as they seek to lure other buyers during the heating 
season, when demand peaks. Jason Gabelman, VP 
at Cowen and Company, remarked that with the 25% 
tariff on U.S. LNG, U.S. LNG traders may have no 
choice but to sell spot volumes at a discount. The 
?U.S. is probably going to have more spot LNG 
available than it would have had otherwise if it had 
been selling into the Chinese market,? Gabelman 
said, expecting that American sourced spot cargoes 
that would have gone to China would have to be 
sold into another market.  

Int ernat ional
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COMPANY Product ion (bopd)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 5,323

BPTT 5,818

EOG Resources 1,437

PERENCO 10,572

SHELL Trinidad 1,125

PETROTRIN 31,057

PETROTRIN Lease Ops 6,534

PETROTRIN Farmouts 606

PETROTRIN IPSCs 956

Trinity E & P 1,146

TOTAL 64,574

COMPANY Product ion (m m scf /d)

BHP Trinidad & Tobago 458

BPTT 2,193

EOG Resources 505

PERENCO 45

PETROTRIN 16

SHELL Trinidad 609

TOTAL 3,826
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Apart from the other forms of unconventional 
hydrocarbons (Shale, Hydrates, Coal-Bed 
Methane, Heavy Oil, Tight sands), there exists 
another source - Thin-Bed Pay (TBP). So named 
because of the relative thinness of the individual 
beds (compared to conventional pay), this  
resource is  so thin that it cannot usually be 
detected by 'standard' logging tools and 
workflows. Fig 1. below shows the actual sand 
laminae (yellow) across the interval in the 2nd 
track while the pay that is counted is shaded 
yellow on the GR log.

Definitions for the scale of TBP have ranged  
from individual laminae just less than 2 ft, down 
to beds thinner than 0.4 inches. Yet still, other 
authors have preferred to use definitions tied to 
having a shale fraction of greater than 90%, or 
less than 5 p.u. effective sand porosity across a 
gross interval.

The reasons for the variety of  definitions 
probably lie in the differences between 
limitations of the characterization methods that 
have been used to infer their presence. For 
example, many of the vintage openhole logs all 
have different vertical resolutions to detect and 
represent permeable, hydrocarbon filled beds - 
leading to a situation where; what was considered 
thin back then, may not be considered thin now.

The vast majority of openhole logs are still the 
'Triple Combo', incapable of resolving the thin beds 
that can augment the ultimate recovery from 
conventionally mapped pay. In the absence of 
advanced logging suites, there can be huge 
subjectivity in interpreting how many feet of  
individually productive laminae exist within a gross 
interval for production, leading to wide disparity in  
Net-to-Gross (NTG) estimations from different log 
analysts .  

These factors pose a special challenge to the 
reservoir engineer who would like to account for 
the source of all oil & gas reserves to maximize 
exploitation. Specialized workflows incorporating 
data from NMR, 3D Resistivity, Wellbore Imaging 
and Full Hole Core - in conjunction with production 
figures, are now used interpret the presence of TBP 
in the field where only Triple Combo logs exist. 
However, proving spatial extent and productivity of 
TBP remains a challenge.

Did you 
know?Fig 1 - Identifying TBP from Triple Combo logs (AAPG 

2016)

Fig 2 - Outcrop example of TBP (SPE-133534)

THIN BED PAY 
by Kamlesh Ramcharitar
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https://www.onepetro.org/conference-paper/SPE-133535-MS?sort=&start=0&q=133535&from_year=&peer_reviewed=&published_between=&fromSearchResults=true&to_year=&rows=25#
https://www.onepetro.org/conference-paper/SPE-133535-MS?sort=&start=0&q=133535&from_year=&peer_reviewed=&published_between=&fromSearchResults=true&to_year=&rows=25#
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