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 We are delighted to announce that Registration for the SPE Trinidad and 

Tobago Energy Resources Conference opened on February 1st 2018. Check 

out spettconf.org and register before the early bird registration ends on 

March 31st 2018. Online registration and payment is also available.

Don?t miss out on our featured panel discussions, Changes, Challenges, 

Opportunities on Day 1 and Global Developments and their Impact on the 

Petroleum Sector on Day 2.

Students, get your teams ready and register for the South America and Caribbean (SAC) Petrobowl 

Regional Qualifier which will be hosted locally for the very first time! It will be held on Sunday 

24th June, in conjunction with our conference. Each country in the region will submit their two 

top teams to participate. The top five teams from each region will be invited to the Petrobowl 

Championships the SPE ATCE on Monday 24th September 2018 in Dallas, Texas. Don?t miss this 

opportunity so register now at http:/ /www.spe.org/students/petrobowl/ regional-qualifiers.php.

In addition to the Petrobowl event, the SAC Regional Student Paper Contest will also be held at 

our conference on Monday 25th June. Students will compete against their regional peers for the 

chance to advance to the International Student Paper Contest at ATCE 2018. Deadline for 

registration is Wednesday 14th March.  Please 

click here for further details.

 

Happy reading and stay tuned for all 

our upcoming events! 

Ayasha Nickie 

Section Chair
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At the joint SPETT/GSTT/AAPG meeting on January 25, 2018 @ 
UWI, St Augustine, Shastri M. Maharaj - retired Amoco 
Trinidad/BP Trinidad & Tobago LLC engineer & attorney, showed 
how Amoco Trinidad played a crucial role from 1972, in 
transforming the nation from being mainly low income, poor, 
with high unemployment of over 20 percent, being primarily rural 
and agricultural, lacking in infrastructure and utilit ies to be the 
modern, vibrant, affluent society of today fuelled by petroleum, 
petrochemicals and liquefied natural gas (LNG).

In doing so, he illustrated the following:

- How Amoco Trinidad payments from 1972 - 1998 boosted the Government of Republic 
of Trinidad & Tobago (GORTT) revenues from <TT$500 million in 1971 or <1% of the 
current 2017-2018 national budget (i.e. < 1/100 of the current budget).

- How Amoco Trinidad persevered after the trials and tribulations of their initial 
exploration failure in the drilling of Offshore Point Radix (OPR) ? 1 in 1963 which 
resulted in desertion by its joint venture partners, Union Oil & Pure Oil by October 
1965.

t he amoco t r inidad st or y
Summary by Shastri M. Maharaj
Edited by Kamlesh Ramcharitar

Click  here for  
biography
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- Amoco Trinidad?s success in discovering Gas in South 
East Galeota (SEG) -1, 50 years ago in 1968 

- Amoco Trinidad?s subsequent success in its ninth 
(9th) exploration well, OPR-3, in discovering Oil which 
was developed in 1971 as the Teak Field.

- The further discoveries of Oil in OPR-14, 12 miles 
north of the Teak Field, developed as the Samaan 
Field in 1972 & in West Tourmaline -1, 12 miles east of 
Galeota Point, developed as the Poui Field in 1974 
and in East Poui 2 in 1975 developed from the Poui B 
platform in 1976.

- How the oil produced from the Teak, Samaan & Poui 
Fields (TSP) from 1975 -1998, enabled Amoco Trinidad 
to be producing more than 50 % of the nation?s Oil, 
thereby becoming the major provider for more than 
50 % of GORTT revenues and FOREX for over 20 years.

- The dedication  of the Pioneers of Amoco Trinidad, of 
1970-1975 who worked in harsh & primitive conditions to develop the Company, 
and the Pioneers who helped to build the Galeota Point terminal which became the 
lifeline and fed the nation with revenues for over 40 years - continuing to do so till 
the present day.

- The role of Amoco Trinidad?s leadership in partnering with GORTT, mainly through 
the Ministry of Energy in developing and sustaining the Oil Company; in developing 
Gas infrastructure and facilit ies to provide from 1975, Gas for the Petrochemical 
industry & development @ Point Lisas, and then in 1999 establishing Atlantic LNG 
which boosted GORTT revenues and diversified the economy from Oil based to 
being Gas based.

The SPETT w ishes t o t hank  
Shast r i for  self lessly donat ing 
his t im e and t hought s 
t owards t he developm ent  
and inspirat ion of  our  young 
professionals in m ak ing t h is 
present at ion.



On Saturday 13th January 2018, the AAPG 
YPTT led a hike into the Rio Claro jungle to 
visit the recently discovered 'Salt Water 
Volcano'. In April 2017, the AAPG YPTT led 
the first trek to the area of the phenomenon 
and made its subsequent discovery. This 
time, they were joined by several members of 
the GSTT and the SPETT who were anxious 
to see what secrets the Rio Claro Forest held.

The morning started off with the group of 
nature enthusiasts meeting at Starbucks 
South Park for their caffeine fix and briefing. 
They then met up with the forest guides at 
Ashsingh's General Contractors in Rio Claro 
for a spot of breakfast and a geological overview of the area by Xavier Moonan and Dr. Ryan 
Ramsook. The group listened attentively as the findings of the nearby Exxon-drilled Iguana 
River-1 well were recapped in the context of what was found at the Salt-water volcano site; 
the most curious of which, would be that limestone formation was discovered as part of a 
working Petroleum System in Trinidad. This finding seemed to stir up excitement in some of 
the hike members who recalled that the recent Ranger-1 well, offshore Guyana (also 
Exxon-drilled) had encountered high quality carbonate reservoir.

The group then set off on their expedition to the volcano which took approximately 2-1/2 
hours each way, although progress was severely 
impeded at times due to the muddy condition of 
the trail. Along the way,  the forest guides related 
several stories of life in the bush to the hikers, at 
one point demonstrating with the curling of a 
special type of leaf, how a call to lure agouti is 
made. 

Sal t  Wat er  Vol cano
Hike t o

by Kamlesh Ramcharitar



Several oil seeps were sighted along 
the way to the summit, all along the 
flanks of the volcano itself, with the 
most major one being situated a stones 
throw from the main volcano itself. 
When asked what the approximate 
depth of the oil seep was, one of the 
guides responded by dipping a 12 foot 
long (approximately) bamboo pole into 
the seep which was quickly swallowed 
up. Even one of the hikers became 
momentarily stuck in the oil sand 
surrounding the seep due to the 
viscoplastic nature of the material.

On final ascent to the volcano, many would-be salt water connoisseurs stopped to confirm 
the saltiness of the water leaving the volcano by employing the taste and spit method, even 
remarking of the subtleties of the complex flavouring added by the small amounts of 
suspended petroleum. Upon arrival at the volcano itself, the party was awestruck at the 
deep rumbling sounds emanating from the subsurface below their feet. This time around, 
the spatial extent of the volcano was not immediately apparent as vegetation occluded 
some of the view but nevertheless it was clear that the hikers were glad for the visit.

The SPETT wishes to thank the 
AAPG YPTT and the GSTT for 
inviting our members to take 
part in this expedition and we 
look forward to many more 
collaborative events!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Registration was opened on Thursday 1st February 2018 and is available online for 
the first time as well. Click  here to register now!

Conference Dat e: Monday 25th June 2018 - Wednesday 27th June 
2018

Ear ly Bird Regist rat ion Closes: Saturday 31st March 2018

The hunt is on for photo that will be featured on the front cover of 
the 2018 Conference Booklet. 

Click  here for further details.

Career  Transit ioning Workshop

Book your  spot !

Session 1 
How t o Cope w it h Being Laid Of f
Wednesday 21st  February 2018

Session 2
Job Hunt ing in a Recession 
Thursday 22nd February 2018

http://www.spe.org/join/renew.php
https://spettconf.org/conference-registration-information/
https://spettconf.org/conference-registration-information/
http://spe-trinidadtobago.informz.net/spe-trinidadtobago/data/images/2018ConferencePhotoCompetition.pdf
http://spe-trinidadtobago.informz.net/spe-trinidadtobago/data/images/2018ConferencePhotoCompetition.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1m3_bJbTyRot9gKgADMdKbOKt_4_SShIdJ1R_FKDEeBw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oNDJqUGqM6nSoEOEgBMraTnj7ebFjYeJh_PtndA9Gw4/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://spe-trinidadtobago.informz.net/spe-trinidadtobago/data/images/CAREER%20WORKSHOP%20AD.pdf




SPE Distinguished Lecturer 
Coiled Tubing Real-Time Monitoring:  
A New Era of Well Intervention and  

Workover Optimization 

                                  

Pierre Ramondenc 

 

Monday, March 19, 2018 

11:30 AM 
 

PETROTRIN LEARNING CENTRE,  
POINTE-A-PIERRE 

  
Abstract  

Coiled tubing is a unique fluid and tool conveyance means used to intervene throughout the entire well lifetime. Its flexibility of use is certainly one of the 
largest in the oil-and-gas industry, ranging from logging to stimulation to cleanout and even drilling. However, for the longest time, it was only seen as a 
rudimentary fluid conveyance system, despite its capability to service any well deviation. 

 

With the development of instrumented tools for downhole point measurements and the use of fiber optics for distributed sensing, the recent advent of 
coiled tubing real-time monitoring has completely transformed this image. The access to live wellbore information—such as pressure, temperature, or 
flow—along with accurate depth control thanks to casing collar locator and gamma ray sensors have greatly enhanced fluid placement. Meanwhile, the 
ability to monitor the load, torque, and accelerations the bottomhole assembly is subjected to significantly improves the performance and possibility to use 
and manipulate downhole tools. Thanks to real-time monitoring, a whole new realm of optimization possibility was discovered. 

 

This lecture describes the various real-time measurements that are available today during coiled tubing interventions and how they can be used to pro-
vide the industry with faster, safer, and more efficient operations while maximizing return on investment. A wide range of applications and examples will 
be discussed. Through them, one will be able to appreciate how coiled tubing has now entered a new era where the limits of operational optimization still 
have not been reached. 

 

Biography   

Pierre Ramondenc is the Well Intervention Domain Manager for Schlumberger, with over 10 years of oilfield experience. He has been involved in all as-
pects related to coiled tubing real-time telemetry, from tools creation to intervention design and execution to data interpretation. Pierre has been responsi-
ble for defining most of the coiled tubing intervention workflows that leverage real-time data. He has authored over 15 technical papers and patent appli-
cations on the topic. Pierre holds MS and PhD degrees in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology. He serves as 
technical editor of SPE Production & Operations Journal. 

 
CLICK HERE TO BOOK YOUR SPACE 

 
An Extra 45 Minutes Can Provide  

a World of Knowledge 
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The following article presents an overview of the salient points 
of Kurt Lall's presentation which took place on January 25, 2018 
as part of the jointly hosted SPETT/GSTT/AAPG event:

Multiphase Flow meters have always been present in the oil 
and gas industry since the first well began production however, it 
is only within the last two decades that the oil industry has 
witnessed the strong development and emergence of this type of meter. This important 
development was a major focus of the entire oil industry during the last 20 years. It 
evolved from research done during the 1970?s and 1980?s associated with nuclear power 
plants and downhole measurement (essentially two-phase flow measurement). That 
research was extended to three phase flows and was associated with new ideas, concepts 

and technologies to bring commercial applications 
into the oil and gas sector in the years to come.

I wish to enlighten you about the development, 
benefits and applications of Testing using the 
Multiphase Meter, as well as the various 
technologies available and the overall benefits. 
Multiphase metering provides a basic approach to 
enhance and increase production whether it be 
subsea, offshore or onshore. The technology is an 

enabler which can provide data for reviewing individual well or production manifold 
performance and provide better asset control, which reduces, the production decline or 
improves the forecasted production of the fields. The low OPEX and CAPEX of the 
multiphase flowmeter, in general, were instrumental in the spread of its use worldwide.

There are different multiphase flowmeters in the market offered by various companies. 
These meters are based on different principles. In this section, an attempt is made to 
describe these meters and highlight based on the various technologies. Companies have 
historically focused on meter sales only and were not focused on providing solutions for 
various problems that the National Oil Companies and International companies are facing. 
In general, the multiphase flow meter technology offered by companies has changed over 
the years. This is mainly due to the fact that the principle on which the meters are based 
only apply to certain flow conditions and do not cover the full range of GVF and WLR. 

mult iphase f l ow met er s
why t he devel opment  and t he var ious t echnol ogies

Summary by Kurt Lall

KURT LALL

Dif ferent  Technologies

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kurt-lall-52b10323/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kurt-lall-52b10323/


In addition, certain techniques carry uncertainties 
due to complex models and interpretations 
applied. In today?s multiphase flow measurements 
market a number of technologies are offered. The 
majority of these technologies can be listed as 
follows: 

1. Electromagnetic
2. Tomographic 
3. Velocity (venturi, positive displacement, cross                             

correlation)
4. Radioactive (dual or multiple)

In conclusion, the multiphase flowmeters are based 
on the knowledge of different fluid properties that 
allow calculation in real time of the phase fraction 
and flow rate of the different phases flowing 
through the meter. All multiphase flowmeter 
measurements are calculated at line conditions; 

therefore, fluid properties or phase behavior knowledge, such as densities or shrinkage, 
are necessary to deliver the flow rates at either standard or line conditions as required by 
the oil and gas industry. On the other hand, each multiphase flowmeter is dependent on 
several intrinsic measurements and parameters to ensure accuracy in measurements.

The SPETT w ishes t o t hank  Kur t  for  self lessly donat ing his t im e 
and t hought s t owards t he developm ent  and inspirat ion of  our  

young professionals in m ak ing t h is present at ion.



UPSTREAM HIGHLIGHTS
Exxon Mobil strikes oil again 

offshore Guyana with its sixth exploration 
well, Ranger-1. The well is located 
approximately 60 miles northwest of the 
Liza phase one project and provides a 
new play concept for the 6.6 million acre 
Stabroek Block. Ranger-1 encountered 
230 ft. of oil-bearing carbonate reservoir 
in what is considered to be a first for the 
locality

BP exploration discoveries mark positive 
start for North Sea in 2018. Two new 
exploration discoveries in the North Sea have 
heralded signs of renewal in this area of the 
world. BP announced successful discoveries in 
its Capercaillie and Achmelvich wells with the 
data for both wells being evaluated to provide 
estimates of the find

Statoil contracts West Hercules 
semi-submersible for exploration drilling 
in the Barents Sea. Statoil and its partners 
have signed a contract with North 
Atlantic Norway Ltd. for the use of the 
6th generation rig to drill two exploration 
wells in the Barents sea in 2018, with 
options to drill a further five exploration 
wells

Caribbean  oil storage owners could be 
buoyed by growth in the US shale Oil market. 
Oil terminals that have been hurt by dwindling 
Venezuelan exports could receive a lifeline by 
blending more US oil into their supply mix.  
Traders looking to ship shale oil economically 
to Asia can bring smaller cargoes from around 
the Americas to fill up a supertanker in the 
Caribbean for the long journey

Shell has announced one of its largest 
US Gulf of Mexico exploration finds in the 
past decade from the Whale deepwater well. 
The well encountered more than 1,400 ft. of 
oil bearing pay. Evaluation of the discovery is 
ongoing, and appraisal drilling is underway to 
further delineate the discovery and define 
development options 



PRODUCTION STATISTICS
JANUARY 2018
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COMPANY Product ion (bopd)

BHP Billiton 5,542

BPTT 10,615

EOG Resources 1,667

PERENCO 8,397

SHELL Trinidad 835

PETROTRIN 31,846

PETROTRIN Lease Ops 6,314

PETROTRIN Farmouts 622

PETROTRIN IPSCs 2,752

Territorial Services (excluding LO) 2,929

Trinity E & P 245

TOTAL 71,764

COMPANY Product ion (m m scf /d)

BHP Billiton 470

BPTT 2,277

EOG Resources 526

PERENCO 60

PETROTRIN 20

SHELL Trinidad 556

TOTAL 3,909
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The Car ibbean storage of oil is being 
tracked from space. Ursa Space Systems 
gives clarity to complex markets thereby 
allowing people in financial services, 
energy and industrial sectors to make 
better informed decisions.

In 2017, the focus was on the 
Caribbean, China, Middle East/North 
Africa. Ursa?s Oil Storage reports use 
satellite imagery to generate weekly time 
series of oil stocks, inclusive of tank level, 
for a lot of storage in each region. Ursa 
launched its Caribbean Oil Storage Report, 
a weekly report of Caribbean oil 
inventories, which is the newest release in 
a series of regional developments to 
achieve global oil storage reporting by 
early 2018. 

Ursa?s weekly report covers more than 
250 tanks in 10 sites, representing 
approximately 100 Mbbls and 90 percent 
of floating-top capacity in the Caribbean. 
In addition, storage tank owner and 
storage type are provided as well as 
whether each tank is associated with a 
refinery.

SATELLITE TRACKING OF OIL INVENTORY

Did you know?

by David Whittier

Overhead view of Buckeye's Bahamas Hub
Photo: Buckeye Global Marine Terminals

Floating oil storage drums
Photo: Flickr, Steve Jurvetson
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